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grinding Turkish tyranny would not be likely to renounce its past or its future under the guns of Austria. And even if the improbable came to pass, and a conquered Serbia were to become an obedient and contented fraction of the Austrian Empire, forgetful of heroic ballads and of a long tradition of hardiness and valour, would there be no loss of moral power in the process? To those who measure all virtues by the standard of civic virtue, by intensity of emotional and practical patriotism, the loss would be beyond dispute. A great incentive to the performance of unselfish action would be destroyed, a source of heroic and congenial activity would disappear never to be replaced. Under the hypothesis the Serbs would sink below the level of their blood kinsmen the Slovaks, who, despite the manifold oppressions of their Hungarian masters, still nurture a flame of protesting nationalism, From such political apostasy no nation could ever expect to make a complete moral recovery.
It may be objected that the whole process of European history is summed up by the absorption of the smaller in the larger states ; and that if Hanover is reconciled to absorption there is no reason why Holland, Denmark, and Belgium should lodge a protest in advance against their impending fate* To this contention there is a simple answer- These outlying nations can only be brought into the German fold under compulsion. Their frame of mind is not German, their habits arc not German, their history for the last four centuries has served to multiply points of difference from Germany. They have no desire to submit themselves either to the military or to the financial system of the German Empire. They are not ashamed of their present condition, and arc singular enough to hold that human happiness and goodness do not depend upon the size of an army or navy or a budget. It is enough that the citizen of each of these states can call his country his own, Patriotism has nothing whatever to do with spatial extent nor arc emotions to be measured by square miles* Great empires are generally full of the variances of unassirm-lated and discontented men; and though a country may be weak and small, it may yet be capable of inspiring among its